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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MIcaH Iv: 2. 
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BLIND OBEDIENCE AND TITHING. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 80.] 
THE principle of tithing has been referred to here. Do I know that the 
principle of tithing is a correct principle? Do I know that there is a 
blessing attached to obedience to that principle? Certainly ldo. Why 
should I not? I have obeyed that principle ever since I became old 
enough to earn means and to pay a tenth of it unto the Lord. Could I 
practice this principle all this time and yet not know that it was either 
good or not good? No one needs to say to me, “ Brother Joseph, pay your 
tithing.” Why? Because I have seen so many blessings accompany 
obedience to that principle that I have become thoroughly convinced of 
the truth and verity of the principle and of the promises that are made 
connected with it. If I had need to have this said to me, I would be an 
unworthy servant indeed. I would be indifferent to my own welfare if I 
neglected to obey that principle in the spirit of it. It would become us 
all to say, as I heard a widow woman say one time, “What! would you 
deprive me of a blessing by denying me the right to pay my tithing to 
the Lord?” That would be the answer that I would have to give if any- 
one were to advise me not to pay my tithing. I do not propose to be 
denied that privilege. I have learned that doctrine, and I know it to be 
right. Learn it yourselves, you Latter-day Saints. You Bishops, you 
Elders, you fathers and mothers in Israel, and you young men and women, 
learn that principle by obedience, and as God lives you will receive a 
testimony in your hearts and you will know for yourselves that it is a 
correct principle. You will not need to be told by your presiding officers 
to pay your tithing; for you will feel that it is too much of a privilege 
and that there are too many blessings connected with it for you ever to 
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neglect it. At one time a widow woman came to me and said, “ Brother 
Joseph, I have scarcely enough to live upon. Under the circumstances, is 
it necessary for me to pay my tithing?” I said to that sister, “If you are 
absolutely unable to support yourself, and you are receiving your support 
from the Church, go and give one-tenth of it back to the Lord, and you 
will be blessed in it.” Some people who had no faith in this principle 
would say that was a very foolish expression. Why did I advise her to do 
this? Simply because the Lord has said He required it, and that there is 
a blessing attached to it. 

And after that those who have thus been tithed shall pay one-tenth of 
all their interest annually, and this shall be a standing law unto them 


forever, saith the Lord. 

Verily 1 say unto you, it shall come to pass, that all those who gather 
unto the land of Zion shall be tithed of their — properties, and shall 
observe this law, * * * and I say unto you if my 

ple observe not this law, to keep it holy, and by this law sanctify the 
and of Zion unto me, that my statutes and my judgments may be kept 
thereon, that it may be most holy, behold, verily 1 say unto you, it shall 
not be a land of Zion unto you. (Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 119). 


If ten dollars is all my income per week or per month, as the case may 
be, and it is absolutely less than I need for my support, if I want my way 
opened so that nine dollars will go further than ten dollars, then I want 
to pay my tenth dollar to tae Lord, for the good of His cause, and show 
that I have faith in His promises, in His Church and in Him, and am 
willing to trust Him, to the giving of all that may be required. He gave 
me the ten dollars. Though I worked for it, He gave me the strength to 
do it, and I have come to the conclusion that it is necessary we should 
acknowledge the hand of God in all things. Having embraced the Gospel 
of Christ, we should show unto all that we are living according to the prin- 
ciples thereof ; any man that does not do this gives evidence that he is still 
unconverted. The man who does not pay his tithing is not a thoroughly 
converted Saint. I have seen men that will argue with the Lord about 


- their tithing. They will say that they must take out of their income all 


they need for their support before they pay any tithing; they must take 
all the seed out of the grain and pay tithing on the balance; and some 
people go so far as to say that they ought not to pay any tithing at all 
except on that which may remain after all their expenses for the year 
have been taken out. You will excuse me for the expression, but if I 
were the judge and pay-master [ would deal with such people precisely 
on the same principle. I do not know just how the Lord will deal with 
such people ; but my opinion is that He will not regard them as very good 
Saints. It is said in the Scriptures that, “the liberal (man) deviseth 
liberal things, and by liberal things shall he stand.” Now the Lord has 
been very liberal with His people, and we should be liberal with Him.” 
But, says one, where does the tithing go to? I never stopped to ask 
that question myself; it never concerned me. I do not care where it 
goes so that I commit my proportion of it to the properly constituted 
authorities of the Church. But what if they misuse or waste it? Well, 
what if they do? Is that my business} Am I appointed to judge them? 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 95 


No, there is somebody above me that can take care of them. Let me tell 
you, they will be held responsible for their stewardship. It is enough for 
me to do my duty, and if I do not do my duty I expect that God will deal 
with me. If my brethren do not do their duty in official capacities, I 
expect that God will deal with them. It does not matter to me what my 
tithing is used for, so long as I pay it. Inasmuch as the Lord has said 
He requires it of me, it is my duty to give it; and when I have given it 
to those who are properly appointed to receive it in the Church, I have 
done my duty, and there my responsibility rests. I shall not be held 
responsible for what becomes of it. 

This is how I look at this principle, and I look at every other principle 
in a similar light. Now, says one, “Brother Joseph, do you live up to 
these principles in every particular, just as you lay them down here?” 
Well, if I do not, then I ought to. [ would like to say to you, without any 
hesitancy, that I do live up to these principles to the very letter. But I 
am mortal, and have many weaknesses and imperfections; still I am try- 
ing to live up to them; and when I am growing crooked in relation to 
any of these things I will bless you with all the power that I have to bless 
if you will come and put me straight. It will not make any difference to 
me who it is,;—whether a man, woman, or child; if you see me going 
wrong, or neglecting my duty, or avoiding my responsibilities, or in any 
way jeopardizing my standing in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and my fellowship with God, I will thank you with all my heart if 
you will come and put me right; and I will listen to you with respectful 
attention. I would rather be right and do right than be king of the 
earth and be wrong. May God help us to live our religion, learn the 
principles of the Gospel and do them, that we may know of the doctrines, 
whether they are true or not, is my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Mrinutss of the Birmingham Conference held at Hunters’ Vale, off Farm 
Street, Hockley, Sunday, January 22, 1893. There were present: Joseph 
Quinney, of the Liverpool office ; Theodore Farley, President of, and Wm. 
Reading, John Bench, Benjamin Argyle, G. Y. Bullock, Thomas Salt, W. H. 
Lyman, and Thos. G. Page, traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference; 
and W. C. Hunter and C. C. Cressall traveling Elders in the Nottingham 
Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Page. Singing. 

President Farley trusted we would have a pleasant time, and that the 
spirit of understanding would rest upon all who were present. As there 
would no doubt be a number of strangers present, it would be well for the 
Elders to confine their remarks to an explanation of the first principles of 
the Gospel. 

Elder Lyman was the first speaker. There being but one Lord, faith 
and baptism, it was necessary for us to become acquainted with the law 
of the Gospel and yield obedience to those ordinances as taught by the 
Savior. 
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Elder Bullock, in speaking of the restoration of the Gospel said the 
promises made by Daniel and John the Revelator, that it would be re- 
stored, had been fulfilled in Joseph Smith, and in closing bore his testimony 
to the divine mission of Joseph Smith as a Prophet of God. 

Elder Cressall said that Paul spoke of the Gospel as being the power of 
God unto salvation; it was necessary for us to understand what the 
Gospel was and he explained our faith as being in harmony with that taught 
by Christ and His Apostles, referring to their teachings as recorded in Mark. 

Elder Quinney thanked the people for their kindness to him while labor- 
ing as a traveling Elder in their midst and also continued the subject 
spoken of by Elder Cressall, closing by bearing his testimony to the truth 
of the Gospel as taught by the Latter-day Saints. 

Singing. Benediction by President Farley. 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Salt. Singing. 

The Sacrament was administered by Elders Lyman and Cressall. 

President Farley presented the authorities of the Church, of the Euro- 
pean Mission, and of the Birmingham Conference which were unanimously 
sustained. 

The statistical report for six months ending December 31, 1892, was 
then read as follows: indoor meetings held 225; open-air meetings 13; 
tracts distributed 23,106; children blessed 9; number of persons died 2; 
emigrated 16; baptisms 19; excommunicated 1; books sold 8; books given 
away 89; Seventies 9; Elders 21; Priests 13; Teachers 5; Deacons 5; 
members 187; total 240. 

Elder Hunter said that the God the Latter-day Saints believed in was 
an actual being, having body, parts and passions. But the Godhead was 
composed of three separate personages, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. He 
referred to God’s testimony of Jesus, as being His son at the time of 
Christ’s baptism by John the Baptist, and the Holy Ghost coming down 
from heaven and resting upon Him. Each of these appeared as a different 
person, with separate work to attend to. He also referred to the creation 
as recorded in the first chapter of Genesis. 

Elder Argyle spoke of the laws which Jesus had given, among them being 
the law of baptism. It required that the baptizer and the person to be 
baptized should go down into the water and after the immersion of the 
applicant for baptism that they could come up out of the water, as was 
the case with John the Baptist and our Savior, and Phillip and the Eunuch. 
Simply standing upon a bank or vessel and pouring water over another, 
was not a compliance with the law. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Lyman. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Hunter. Singing. 

President Farley expressed his pleasure at meeting with so many of the 
Saints. Speaking upon the Gospel which Paul calls the power of God 
unto salvation, he said, many truths were taught by the different religious 
denominations, and so far as they tended to make man better, he could say 
God speed to them ; but all truth was comprised within the Gospel. Let 
the throne of God be declared vacant and the human family would be 
bereft of every safe guard, for only a sense or belief in the accountability 
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of man in the future for acts committed here, restrains him from filling 
the earth’ with violence. 

One great cause of the increase of crime was a result of departing from 
the Gospel of Christ. The Apostle John declares that a murderer hath 
not eternal life abiding in him and Paul says: “Though we or an angel 
from Heaven preach any other Gospel unto you than that we have preached, 
let him be accursed.” With these plain statements from Scripture before 
them the Christian world yet maintain that all crimes are now forgiven, 
and that even the murderer confessing Christ on the scaffold is taken at 
once into the presence of God. As an example of the result of departing 
from the Gospel he referred to the Jews as the most highly favored people 
upon the earth; yet through transgressions and the rejection of the 
Savior, they had been scattered, and had lost their royal prerogative, and 
identity as an inspired nation. The same causes will produce the same re- 
sults; we come with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, calling the world to 
repentance, and to yield obedience to its laws. 

Elder Bench on the eve of his departure for his home in Utah, expressed 
the pleasure he had for the opportunity to again bear his testimony to the 
truth of the Gospel. 

President Farley thanked those who had added to the pleasure of our 
meeting by furnishing music, and the conference came to a close. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Argyle. 

Wma. Reaprina, Clerk of Conference. 


AN HOMERIC BATTLE BETWEEN ANTS. 


OnE day when I went out to my wood-pile, or rather my pile of stumps, I 
observed two large ants, one red, the other much larger, nearly half an inch 
long, and black, fiercely contending with one another. Having once got 
hold they never let go, but struggled and wrestled and rolled on the chips 
incessantly. Looking farther, I was surprised to find that the chips were 
covered with such combatants, that it was not a duellum, but a bellum, a 
war between two races of ants, the red always pitted against the black, 
and frequently two red ones to one black. The legions of these myrmidons 
covered all the hills and vales in my woodyard, and the ground was al- 
ready strewn with the dead and dying, both red and black. It was the 
only battle which I have ever witnessed, the only battle-field I ever trod 
while the battle was raging ; internecine war ; the red republicans on the 
one hand, and the black imperialists on the other. On every side they 
were engaged in deadly combat, yet without any noise that I could hear, 
and human soldier never fought so resolutely. I watched a couple that 
were fast locked in each other’s embraces, in a little sunny valley amid the 
chips, now at noonday prepared to fight till the sun went down, or life 
went out. The smaller red champion had fastened himself like a vice to 
his adversary’s front, and through all the tumblings on that field never 
for an instant ceased to gnaw at one of his feelers near the root, having 
already caused the other to go by‘the board; while the stronger black one 
dashed him from side to side, and as I saw on looking nearer, had already 
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divested him of several of his members. They fought with more perti- 
nacity than bulldogs; neither manifested the least disposition to retreat. 
It was evident that their battle cry was “conquer or die.” 

In the meanwhile there came along a single red ant on the hillside of 
this valley, evidently full of excitement who either had dispatched his 
foe, or had not yet taken part in the battle—probably the latter, for he 
had lost none of his limbs—whose mother had charged him to return with 
his shield or upon it. Or perchance, he was some Achilles, who had 
nourished his wrath apart, and had now come to avenge or rescue his 
Patroclus. He saw this unequal combat from afar—for the blacks were 
nearly twice the size of the red—he drew near with rapid pace till he 
stood on his guard within half an inch of the combatants ; then, watching 
his opportunity, he sprang upon the black warrior, and commenced his 
operations near the root of his right foreleg, leaving the foe to select 
among his own members; and so there were three united for life, as if a 
new kind of attraction had been invented which put all other locks and 
cements to shame. I should not have wondered by this time to find that 
they had their respective musical bands stationed on some eminent chip, 
and playing their national airs the while, to excite the slow and cheer the 
dying combatants. I was myself excited somewhat, even as if they had 
been men. The more you think of it the less the difference. And cer- 
tainly there is not a fight recorded in Concord history, at least, if in the 
history of America, that will bear a moment’s comparison with this, 
whether for the numbers engaged in it, or for the patriotism and heroism 
displayed. For numbers and for carnage it was an Austerlitz or Dresden. 
I have no doubt that it was a principle they fought for, as much as our 
ancestors, and not to avoid a threepenny tax on their tea ; and the results 
of this battle will be as important and memorable to those whom it con- 
cerns as those of the battle of Bunker Hill, at least. 

I took up the chip on which the three I have particularly described were 
struggling, carried it into my house, and placed it under a tumbler on my 
window-sill, in order to see the issue. Holding a microscope to the first- 
meutioned red ant, I saw that, though he was assiduously gnawing at the 
near foreleg of his enemy, having severed his remaining feeler, his own 
breast was all torn away, exposing what vitals he had there to the jaws 
of the black warrior, whose breast-plate was apparently too thick for his 
enemy to pierce ; and the dark carbuncles of the warrior’s eyes shone with 
ferocity such as war only could excite. They struggled half an hour longer 
under the tumbler, and when I looked again the black soldier had severed 
the heads of his foes from their bodies, and the still living heads were 
hanging on either side of him like ghastly trophies at his saddle-bow, still 
apparently as firmly fastened as ever, and he was endeavoring with feeble 
struggles, being without feelers, and with only the remnant of a leg, and 
I know not how many other wounds, to divest himself of them, which at 
length, after half an hour more, he accomplished. I raised the glass, and 
he went off over the window-sill in that crippled state. Whether he 
finally survived that combat, and spent the remainder of his days in some 
Hotel des Invalides I do not know, but I thought that his industry would 
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not be worth much thereafter. I never learned which party was victori- 
ous, nor the cause of the war, but I felt for the rest of that day as if I had 
had my feelings excited and harrowed by witnessing the struggle, the 
ferocity and carnage of a human battle before my door.—F xchange. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


James G. Blaine, a distinguished American statesman and ex-Secretary of State, died 
January 27 of Bright’s disease, aggravated by a number of minor maladies. 


Advices from the Sandwich Islands state that a revolution occurred on January 15, in 
which Queen Liliuokalani was forced to yield to the provisional government. 


At the Zoological Garden in Manchester, England, a penny-in-the-slot machine has 
been put in the elephant quarters. An elephant, on receiving a penny from a visitor, 
drops it in the slot, when a biscuit drops out, which he eats. It is stated that the 
elephants have learned that only a penny will make the biscuit come out, and so refuse 
coins of other denominations. 


It is a fact well established by students of heredity that children are apt to inherit not 
only the physical, mental and moral traits of their parents, but to be influenced by their 
age as well. Children born of very young fathers and mothers never attain so vigorous 
a growth of mind or body as those of older men and women, while children of old people 
are born old. One of the most surprising cases in medical history says the Sun is that of 
Marguerite Cribsowna, who died in 1763 aged 108 years. When 94 she married a man aged 
105. Three children came of this union, but they had gray hair, no teeth, were stooped, 
yellow and wrinkled, decrepit in movement, and could eat only bread and vegetables. 


A most horrible railroad accident occurred on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus and 
St. Louis Railway at Alton, IIL, U.S.A., on January 21. An express which was behind 
time, and was traveling at the rate of forty miles an hour, ran into an open siding near 
Alton upon which a goods train, to which two oil tank cars were attached, was standing. 
The tanks burst with the force of the collision, and the oil became ignited. The flames 
spread rapidly to the freight trucks, the contents of which were destroyed. The driver 
of the express was unable to extricate himself after the crash, and was literally burned 
to death by the boiling oil. As soon as possible a large break down gang was brought to 
the spot to clear the line, but they had not been long at their work when the flames from 
the burning freight train reached a gasoline tank, which exploded with terrific force, 
scattering the burning oil in all directions. The vicinity of the accident was crowded 
with spectators, a number of whom, together with the workmen engaged on the wreckage 
were covered with blazing oil. Eight persons are known to have lost their lives by the 
explosion of oil tanks, eleven are not expected to recover, thirteen are severely injured, 
and not less than seventy others have been more or less severely burned by the boiling 
oil. The more serious explosion was preceded by a slight one in one of the tanks, the 
burning debris being scattered about in every direction and setting fire to a stockyard 
enclosure. The crowd, seeing the wreck already caused by the fire, moved forward with 
the object of preventing the flames spreading to other yards, when a second explosion of 
terrific force followed, fully 35,000 gallons of boiling and blazing oil, the contents of four 
other tanks, being shot up into the air with a deafening roar, and accompanied by a 
vibration which could be felt for miles around. Some of the spectators, seeing the seeth- 
ing torrent approaching them, commenced running for their lives. It seemed, however, 
as though it were being carried by the air over the heads of the great crowd far into the 
village, where it descended in streams and collected in boiling pools. All those who 
happened to be within a radius of one hundred yards from the spot found the chances of 
escape entirely cut off. Their clothing took fire and they fell burned or scalded to death. 
Those who could began running hither and thither, waving their arms in despair and 
frantically screaming for help. Some succeeded in making their way to the nearest 
water, while others escaped to the outlying fields. 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1893. 


THE REWARD OF LABOR. 


It is a source of the greatest consolation and encouragement to every 
faithful Saint of God to know that, whatever circumstances they may be 
placed in, or whatever difficulties or trials they may labor under, their 
ultimate reward is certain if, clinging with tenacious integrity to the Lord 
and His work, they only endure to the end. The farmer in the field, the 
mechanic in his workshop, the business man at his desk, each looks for- 
ward to the close of the day or the week, when he can repair to his fireside, 
surrounded by the little circle who look to him as their friend and pro- 
tector—who encourage him to endure hardships, to work uncomplainingly 
and cheerfully, and whose sweet companionship he so much appreciates— 
and enjoy the fruits of his industry. All men, of whatever persuasion 
or profession, are working for a reward; and were they deprived of this 
hope, all incentive to industry and energy would be removed, and they 
would sink into inactive, enervating despair. The expected reward of phys- 
ical labors it is that sweetens the toil; and, like other people, the Saints 
of God are working also for a reward, but with this difference—the bless- 
ings and rewards which the Latter-day Saints anticipate are more perma- 
nent and glorious in their nature, and more sure of attainment than those 
which the rest of the inhabitants of the earth have in view; and these 
blessings can only be obtained by diligence and labor in seeking Him, and 
keeping His commandments. 

One of the greatest of moral axioms is that nothing great or good can 
be accomplished without labor. Scientists and philosophers are unan- 
imously agreed that motion is the law of living nature; that inaction 
is the symbol of death, if it is not death itself. Without labor what is 
there? Without it there were no world itself. Whatever we see or per- 
ceive, in heaven or on earth, is the product of labor. The sky above us, 
the ground beneath us, the air we breathe, the sun, the moon, the stars,— 
what are they? The product of labor. In fact, they are the labors of our 
God, who never has and never will set a premium on indolence. All our 
labors are but a continuance of His. We carry on what God began, and 
is not our work adivine work? Is it not a glorious spectacle—the labors | 
of God’s offspring upon the earth? And is it not a remarkable fact that 


| 
| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 101 


no matter where we look we can see something that is either the work of 
man’s hands or the hands of his Maker? 

It is a true saying that the|glory of a nation is in the living temple of a 
loyal, industrious, and upright people. The merry ring of the anvil, the 
busy click of machinery, the lowing of peaceful herds, and the song of the 
harvester are, indeed, sweeter music than the hymns of departed glory, or 
songs of triumph in war. The true citadels of any country are to be found 
in the cabins of the woodsmen, the homes of the farmers, the cottages on 
the hill sides. There is a dignity in honest toil that is Godlike, and which 
the display of wealth can never equal; and the man who drives his plow, 
or swings his axe, or plies the tools of his craft, is glorifying his Maker, as 
well as honoring himself. | 

The solemn promise of Jesus is given that the labors of no man in His 
behalf shall go unrewarded ; not even a cup of cold water, given in the 
name of a disciple, shall be unnoticed ; and that all who have made any 
temporary sacrifice for His sake, whether of houses, lands, friends, wives 
or children, shall receive an hundred-fold therefor, in addition to the gift 
of eternal life. The knowledge that this and other promises are certain 
to be fulfilled, is what has sustained the Saints under the most trying 
circumstances, and that has enabled them to penetrate the clouds of 
melancholy and despair, by the eye of faith, causing them to discover a 
bright and hopeful future beyond. 

The object in embracing the Gospel is to obtain salvation; that salva- 
tion is only to be gained by hard labor and the faithful discharge of every 
duty required ; and the man or woman who expects to attain this great 
blessing in any other manner is indulging in a delusive hope. True, 
some are required to do more than others in obtaining the reward, as, 
where much is given, much is expected; yet the motive principle is the 
same in all cases. If a man uses all the energy he possesses to roll on the 
work, he is doing all that is required of him, and he should not become 
discouraged by thinking that, perhaps, he is not accomplishing as much 
as one who has been blessed with more talents. If he uses the energy he 
has to the best advantage, he will, in many instances, surprise himself ; 
for as a small body driven by a great force will produce a result equal to, 
or even greater than, that of a much larger body moved by a considerably 
less force, so may a man of comparatively small capacity, by greater 
energy alone, leave his superior in natural gifts far behind him in the 
race for the promised blessings and eternal life. 

God will not forget the integrity and labor of love of a faithful Saint. 
Though he may be isolated and apparently unnoticed, and may have many 
difficulties and trials to contend with—yet he knows that the eye of the 
God of Israel—his Father, is ever upon him, and that His angels have 
charge concerning him, if he is faithful to His cause. Every man must 
patiently bide his time ; but he must not wait in listless and useless pas- 
time, not in querulous dejection, but in constant, steady fulfilling and ac- 
complishing his task, that when the time comes he may mingle with the 
redeemed and receive the glorious inheritance promised to every faithful 
Saint. W. B. D., JR. 
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REGARDING the recent proclamation of President Harrison of amnesty 


to certain members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 


the Salt Lake Herald says: “The amnesty and pardon granted do not 
apply to any offence against the laws committed since November 1, 1890. 
Nor are they to have effect in the cases of persons who break the laws of 
the United States in reference to polygamy and polygamous practices in 
the future. All persons liable to prosecution for offences of that character 
committed previous to the date mentioned, who in the future observe the 
laws of the United States in relation to those offences, are relieved from 
such prosecution. That is the full extent of the amnesty granted. It is 
of general benefit simply as an official recognition of the change of con- 
ditions in Utah, which may be taken as a notice to the world that the 
difficulties between this Territory and the Government of the United 
States are at an end.” The Denver Republican in an editorial upon the 
same subject remarks: “The proclamation will meet with approval from 
most persons who are fairly well informed in regard to this question. 
Under the circumstances, the granting of the amnesty is a wise step. It 
shows that the Government has no desire to persecute the Mormons. It 
is to be hoped that, in consequence of this proclamation, there will be a 
better feeling between the Mormons and the Gentiles in Utah, and that 
the two classes will work together in an earnest effort to develop the 
resources, and in every other way promote the welfare of the Territory.” 
The Salt Lake 7'ribune also comments as follows: “No matter what the 
President’s reasons were for not issuing the proclamation sooner, the 
petition is at last granted. We congratulate the Latter-Day Saints upon 
it, and we believe that the confidence reposed in them by the President 
in granting the petition will not be abused.” 


A WELL-KNOWN mechanician has recently revived the idea of construct- 
ing a boat to skim the surface of the water, instead of plowing through, 
as hitherto. The Hngineer in referring to this subject says: “The idea of 
the reviver, Mr. Maxim, is doubtless the outcome of his experiments with 
aeroplanes, which proved that a considerable weight could be supported 
in the air by an inclined plane driven forward through it at a moderate 
velocity. The idea of constructing ships on this principle is not, however, 
new, and we should hardly have referred to it had it been revived by 
anyone whose mechanical ability was of a lower order than Mr. Maxim’s. 
From his patent drawings it appears that Mr. Maxim proposes to con- 
struct his boat with a punt bow, the under surface of which is inclined, 
and is intended to raise the forward portion of the boat out of the water 
as it is propelled forward. Near the stern is a horizontal rudder, the in- 
clination of which can be altered by suitable mechanism when desired, 
and which performs a like function for the stern of the boat to that which 
the punt bow does for the forward portion. To secure proper immersion 
for the screw under all conditions, the dead wood at the stern is carried 
to a considerable depth below the hull of the boat, and forms a support 
for the propeller shaft. We should be inclined to think that such a boat 
would be liable to turn turtle whilst skimming the waters in the way in- 
tended, but possibly Mr. Maxim has tested this point experimentally.” 
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Copies of the “Sunday School Song Book,” with, or without music, 
designed more particularly for the use of the children of the Latter-day 
Saints, can now be obtained at this office. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTsS.—Elder Joseph Quinney is released from 
his labors as traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference and is ap- 
pointed to labor in the business department of the Liverpool office. 

Elder Albert C. Young is released from his labors in the business depart- 
ment of the Liverpoo] office and is appointed to labor as traveling Elder 
in the London Conference. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE Notice.—The Sheffield Conference will be held 
in Cleveland Rooms, Cleveland Street, Doncaster, Sunday, March 5, 1893. 
Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


MrnutTEs of the Leeds Conference held in Foresters’ Hall, Charlotte Street, 
Hull, January 15, 1893. There were present: Elder Albert C. Young, of 
the Liverpool office; Elders 8. J. Robinson, President of, and C. W. Wright 
and Henry Harker traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference; Rod- 
ney Hillam, Jr., President of, and Timothy Jones, William Crowther, 
J. H. Salisbury, J. M. Kerr, David Wilcken, G. H. Hall, G. D. Snell, Jr., 
Edward Fernley, G. D. Merkley, G. E. Young and Samuel Weston travel- 
ing Elders in the Leeds Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Wright. Singing. 

President Hillam was the first speaker. He said we had met together in 
conference capacity to proclaim the Gospel, which is the power of God 
unto salvation, and to partake of the Spirit of God. He desired the 
Saints to let their prayers ascend to God in behalf of the speakers that 
they might be inspired to speak upon such principles as would tend to 
build us up in our most holy faith. 

Elder Salisbury said it was through obedience mankind pays to the 
laws of God that they receive blessings and gain favors in His sight. 
Anciently men received blessings from Him by offering sacrifices; but in 
this day blessings are gained by complying with the ordinances of the 
Gospel of Christ. He closed by bearing a strong testimony to the restora- 
tion of the Gospel in this the nineteenth century. 

Elder Merkley referred to the teachings of Christ to Nicodemus, viz., 
“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God,” and said this was in exact harmony with the Savior’s 
teachings throughout His entire ministry; but every person has not the 
authority to administer these ordinances to a repentant believer; only 
those who are called to the ministry and set apart by one already holding 
authority will God recognize. 

Elder Crowther said the Elders of Israel came forth not for the purpose 
of getting worldly gain, but to do the will of God—to preach the Gospel 
of Christ to a dark and benighted world. There being so many creeds 
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and religious sects extant upon the face of the earth, it was necessary for 
us to search the Scriptures, for they contain the Gospel, and also testify 
to its restoration in these latter days, as taught by the Latter-day Saints. 

President Hillam bore testimony to the truths of the Gospel, and said 
God had again sent the same to the earth which had been lost from among 
men for so many hundred years. The Gospel brought intelligence, know]l- 
edge, and understanding, and enables man to understand the things of 
God, as recorded in the Holy Writ. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Fernley. 

2p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Harker. Singing. 

Sacrament was administered by Elders Crowther and Kerr. 

Elder Jones said the God the Latter-day Saints worship is the God of 
the Bible—that made man in His own image; that talked and walked 
with Adam, Abraham, and Jacob; and that sent His only begotten Son, 
who was in His exact likeness and image, to be a propitiation for the 
original sin, and our own individual sins conditionally. He also showed 
the necessity of faith, repentance and baptism in order to gain a re- 
mission of sins. 

Elder Albert C. Young said the Gospel was being preached in fulfillment 
of the predictions made by the Prophets; and that it was to the rich and 
poor alike; the intelligent and learned, as well as to the ignorant and 
uneducated; but the former, generally speaking, put their trust in the 
arm of flesh, and reject the counsels of God; while many of the latter 
class will listen to the servants of God and give heed to their teachings, 
and thereby gain His blessings, smiles, and approbations. He referred to 
missionaries being sent by the various religious sects of the day to foreign 
countries to reclaim the heathen nations, and bring them toa knowledge 
of God and of Jesus Christ. He thought this was very commendable, but 
a reformation was needed at home. The nations are getting ripe for the 
destruction God has decreed shall come upon the wicked and ungodly 
that reject the testimony of His servants. 

Elder Hall referred to the law of God as recorded in Holy Writ, and as 
taught by Christ when He lived among men, and in order to fulfil all 
righteousness He was immersed beneath the liquid wave, which was in 
exact harmony with the teachings throughout His entire ministry, and in 
accordance with the commission He gave His Apostles before His ascen- 
sion into Heaven. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Snell. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Weston. Singing. 

The report of the labors of the Elders for the five months ending De- 
cember 31, 1892, was presented, which showed: indoor meetings held 266; 
outdoor meetings 16; tracts distributed 21,480; houses visited 7,939; Gos- 
pel conversations 828 ; books sold 78; books loaned and given away 255 ; 
baptisms 25; confirmations 25; children blessed 11; Sunday School ses- 
sions 43; emigrated 4; High Priests 1; Seventies 10; Elders 12; Priests 2; 
Teachers 4; Deacons 7; members 115; total 151. 

The authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of the 
Leeds Conference were sustained by the unanimous vote of the Saints. 
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President Hillam said it would be seen by the officers presented that 
they still exist in the Church of Christ as established by Him when He 
dwelt among men. The gifts and blessings are also with the Church, and 
every faithful Latter-day Saint will testify thereto. 

Elder Robinson said faith enters into and forms a large part of the 
Gospel, but by that he meant not merely an assent to the existence of 
Christ, but an‘acceptance of the whole system of truth as revealed by 
Him for the salvation of mankind. 

Elder Albert C. Young said the principles of the Gospel were taught to- 
day as they were anciently. A perusal of the writings of the Apostles 
will verify us in this assertion. These principles were plainly taught by 
Peter on the day of Pentecost to the multitude. The speaker bore a faithful 
testimony to the truths of the Gospel. 

President Hillam bore a strong testimony to the Gospel, and exhorted 
all to investigate and implore God for a witness as to the divinity of the 
message which we bear, and it would be given them. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Wilcken. 

A meeting was held on Monday at 7:30 p.m. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Hall. Singing. 

Elders Snell, Wilcken, Kerr, Weston, Fernley and Hillam discoursed 
upon the principles of the Gospel, and bore faithful testimonies to the 
divinity of the message of the Latter-day Saints. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Jackson. 

On Saturday evening a general Priesthood meeting was held, at which 
the brethren reported their labors, and timely instructions on the futher- 
ance of the work were received. G. D. SNELL, JR., Clerk of Conference. 


ANOTHER WAY TO PREVENT RAILWAY ACCIDENTS. 


SuPPosE you are in the manager's office of a great railway company; a 
large table stands in the middle of the room, and upon this table is a large 
sheet of paper slightly ioduretted. 

A long horizontal rod, supporting several small needles in a vertical 
position, is placed along the paper. By means of an electric current each 
of the needles can be made to descend upon the paper, striking it in such 
a way as to produce upon its surface a black spot, due to the instantaneous 
decomposition of the iodide contained in the sheet of paper. 

Now, suppose that the company has placed close to the rails all along 
the route, at intervals of, say, one mile, a little metal plate with electric 
contact, this is what takes place. 

Each time that the train passes one of these plates a little metallic 
brush completes a circuit with one of the needles in the manager’s office, 
and each needle in turn marks a black spot on the paper as the loco- 
motive covers mile after mile of ‘the journey. In this way you can follow 
the course of the train and know exactly where it is at any given minute. 

By means of another piece of mechanism fitted to the needle apparatus 
you can, by touching a key corresponding to the needle in electric com- 
munication with the plate at the spot to which the train is rushing, 
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establish communication with the locomotive (when it reaches that plate), 
and cause a small red disc to turn in front of the driver’s eyes, and at the 
same time blow a whistle, which will continue until the driver stops it 
By this arrangement it would be possible for any one in the head office to 
stop a train miles away at almost any point of its journey. 

This is the invention of a Frenchman, M. Pellatt. Its advantages are 
apparent. If what we have supposed in the case of one train were done 
for all, and if the line were theoretically divided into sections of so many 
miles, it would be possible for a signalman, placed in a central position, 
to prevent collisions by simply watching the course of the trains as 


marked on the paper by the needles. 

In practice, instead of the large table and sheet of paper, a roll (similar 
to that of the Morse telegraph) could be used. The invention will be first 
exhibited at the Chicago Exhibition. —Figaro. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A new counterfeit silver dollar has made its appearance in Salt Lake City. 

Samuel T. Godbe, who has been operating in mines in Utah and Nevada for several 
years, has lately been exceedingly fortunate. ‘Two car loads of ore from his mine has 
netted him $21,000, and since then two more cars have brought him $19,000, averaging 
$10,000 per ton. His mine is called the Keystone, and is located in the southwestern 
part of Nevada near the California line. 

A dispatch from Boise City, Idaho, dated January 12, states that the committee on 
privileges and election of the house reported favorably the bill for the repeal of the 
**Mormon” test oath act. The purpose of the bill is to remove the retroactive feature of 
the law, which prohibits any one from voting who has since 1888 belonged to a church 
which teaches polygamy or who practice the same. 


Charles Tibbetts, a son of J. H. Tibbetts of Preston, while out hunting in company 
with another young man on December 27, was shot in the back part of the leg just above 
the knee by the accidental firing of his companion’s gun. The greater part of the charge 
entered the leg, making a bad wound. He was brought to Logan, and Dr. Snow ex- 
tracted the shot and rendered the necessary surgical assistance. 

The burglar and forger are again coming to the front in Salt Lake City. On the even- 
ing of January 8, Wiscomb’s grocery store between State and Commercial Streets was 
entered by a man named Spencer, who was subsequently captured, and now awaits the 
action of the grand jury. On January 7, Mullet & Co’s clothing store, and the Carey- 
Lombard Lumber Company were swindled on forged checks, each company losing forty 
dollars. 

News from Brigham City says that about January 3, as a Central Pacific train was 
descending the long, steep incline on the Little mountain, about ten miles west of Corinne, 
the engine struck a large bear, who was carried on the cowcatcher for some distance, but 
was finally tossed off the track. He died there. The following day the section men ran 
across him and carried him down to Blue Creek station. The bear is said to have weighed 
over a thousand pounds. 

It is said that the Union Pacific railroad officials have decided to build, at Milford, 
Utah, a series of sheep pens for shearing purposes. The plans show that they will be of 
a@ modern type, and possess all the advantages desired by wool growers. ‘There will be 
no charge made for the use of these pens. It is expected that a corps of competent sheep 
shearers will be in attendance, and wool growers desiring to use these accomodations will 
receive the best attention. 
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In a Washington, D. C., dispatch, dated January 6, to the Salt Lake Herald, Represen- 
tative Holman, chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, is quoted as saying 
that the Utah Commission is an entirely useless, expensive, and cumbersume body and 
must be removed. Mr. Holman intends making a steady fight to this end. 


On January 10, in American Fork canyon, A. N. Iverson, of Pleasant Grove, met 
with an accident whereby he lost a thumb. He had been working in the canyon, and 
was in the act of hitching on the leaders to his wagon when his thumb caught in the 
grabhook and was instantly pulled out at the joint next the hand. The gentleman picked 
up the thumb, wiped off the blood, placed it in his coat pocket, hitched up the horses 
and drove home, a distance of five or six miles. He subsequently called upon a physician, 
and had his hand dressed without the use of anaesthetics. 

Andrew Bigler, a well-known business man of Cache Valley, suicided on Sunday, Jan- 
uary 8, at Mendon. It appears that through the purchase of some fine horses that he 
was unable at the time to pay for, in connection with the present scarcity of money in 
Utah, and the low price of horses, he incurred obligations that he would be unable to 
meet when due, which preyed heavily upon his mind. His health had been failing for 
some time, and it is said he determined to rid himself of a life that had become too 
heavy a burden. Every member of his family was induced, upon some pretext, to leave 
the house for some time. After all had gone, he wrote a nute stating that the act he was 
about to commit was caused by his financial difficulties, his consequent mental suffering, 
and the condition of his health. To his wife and children he wrote saying he could see 
nothing but poverty staring them in the face, after which he took a shot gun, went to 
the stable, and, it is thought, placed the muzzle against his bare breast, pushing the 
trigger with a stick. His heart was literally shot to pieces, 

The Rio Grande Western Railway Company, it is stated, will in all probability build 
to Coalville, and the old Utah and Eastern roadbed will be utilized. This move is caused 
by a desire on the part of the Rio Grande Western to share the remunerative coal traffic 
of Coalville with the Union Pacific. Already, it is stated, a proposition has been sub- 
mitted for the Rio Grande Western to secure a 99-year lease on the Utah Central, and to 
build a branch from Kimball station, on that road, to Coalville. By this stroke the Rio 
Grande Western would secure a branch to Park City, to compete with the Union Pacific, 
and at the same time divide the coal trade at Coalville. Park City is at present using a 
great deal of wood that is being cut in the mountains and hauled to the great mines at 
an expense, perhaps, in excess of what coal would cost, if a railroad were built direct to 
Coalville. The cost of a road to tap the Utah Central at Kimball station would not be 
more than a few hundred thousand dullars. With this piece of road built, and a lease 
on the Utah Central, it would enable the Rio Grande Western to supply Park City and 
Salt Lake City with coal, and also handle a good share of the freight and passenger 
traffic. 

Concerning the recent gold discoveries in San Juan county, the following to the Deseret 
News, dated January 9, is at hand: ‘he excitement over valuable placer finds on the 
Green River and in San Juan still continues. Prospectors are staking every promising 
bar both up and down the river. A party has just come in for supplies, bringing con- 
siderable gold, which goes to Salt Lake City for assay. An outfit left for the bars at 
Wheeler’s ranch, eighteen miles south, this morning. These bars have been worked in a 
desultory way for some time. Small boats are in great demand, and every possible con- 
veyance is pressed into use. Green River parties are deluged with inquiries by mail and 
wire as to the accessibility and value of the placers. Supplies of every description can 
be obtained here. Every man in the vicinity has claim stakes driven. Amalgamators 
and hydraulic machinery en route. The weather is delightful; no snow and the river 
is free from ice. Plenty of water can be readily obtained, and the bars made to yield 
big returns. The Henry Mountain and San Juan stage line which starts January 10 has 
booked every seat, and more stages will be put on at once. Reports from placers on the 
Culorado river in Utah show that the onginal statements have not been exagerated.” 


